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READY STEA DY GO
GLOBAL TRAVEL JUST GOT EASIER

Traffic Light System 
scrapped

Changes to PCR tests

Eight coutries are moving 
from the red to amber list 

on 22 September

Red list update

The existing multi-tier travel 
traffic light system will end 

on 4 October

Government announces an 
end to PCR tests for fully 

vaccinated adults
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Although October will see the end of the current travel traffic 
light system, it’s important to keep up to date on changing 
restrictions and rules, particularly if you or your team are 

travelling this month
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Countries moving from red to amber list

With effect from 4:00am on Wednesday, 
22 September 2021, the following eight 
countries will move from the red to the 
amber list:

• Bangladesh
• Egypt
• Kenya
• Maldives
• Oman
• Pakistan
• Sri Lanka
• Turkey

Arriving in England before 22 September

If you arrive in England from one of the 
above countries before 22 September, 
you must follow the red list rules.

Remember, only British or Irish nationals, 
or those with residency rights, may enter 
the UK if they’ve been to a red list country 
within the last 10 days.

Amber list rules

If you arrive in the UK from one of the 
above countries on or after 4:00am on 22 
September, you must follow the amber 
list rules.

What happens when the traffic light 
system changes in October?

Whilst the simplification of the traffic 
light system is a welcome change, it’s 
important that you continue to keep 
abreast of changes to the red list, and 
make sure you’re fully informed on 
the new testing requirements for fully 
vaccinated, partially vaccinated and 
unvaccinated travellers.

Talk to us 

Call, email or connect with your local 
ISON Travel expert for up-to-the-minute 
information on current requirements and 
pending changes which may impact your 
plans.

+44 (0)20 3657 9738

info@isontravel.com

www.isontravel.com
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/red-amber-and-green-list-rules-for-entering-england#red-list-rules
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/red-amber-and-green-list-rules-for-entering-england#red-list
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/red-amber-and-green-list-rules-for-entering-england#red-list
mailto:info%40isontravel.com?subject=
mailto:info%40isontravel.com?subject=
https://twitter.com/IsonTravel
https://www.linkedin.com/company/5337762/admin/
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t R a f f i c  l i g h t  s y s t e m  s c R a p p e d

At long last, the ever-changing, multi-tiered travel traffic 
light system for entry to the UK is being scrapped.  It is being 
replaced by a single red list, with simplified rules applicable to 
travellers from all other countries, based on vaccination status. 

What’s changing and when

With effect from 4:00am on Monday, 4 
October 2021, the current red, amber, 
green watchlist and green lists will be 
replaced by one red list and ‘the rest of 
the world’.

Travel from a red list country

The rules regarding entry to England from 
a red list country have not changed, and 
apply to everyone, regardless of their 
vaccination status.

If you have been to a red list country 
within 10 days of your arrival in England, 
you will only be allowed entry if you’re 
a British or Irish national, or you have 
residency rights.

Prior to your departure from a red list 
country, you must:

• Take a COVID-19 test (not applicable to 
children aged 10 and under)

• Book a quarantine hotel package, 
including 2 COVID-19 tests

• Complete an online passenger locator 
form

• with a full course of the Oxford/
AstraZeneca, Pfizer BioNTech, Moderna 
or Janssen vaccines from a relevant 
public health body in Australia, Antigua 
and Barbuda, Barbados, Bahrain, 
Brunei, Canada, Dominica, Israel, Japan, 
Kuwait, Malaysia, New Zealand, Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia, Singapore, South Korea 
or Taiwan – mixing between two-dose 
vaccines (Oxford/AstraZeneca, Pfizer 
BioNTech, Moderna) in this list is also 
recognised

• under a formally approved COVID-19 
vaccine clinical trial in the US, Canada 
and Australia and have a proof of 
participation (digital or paper-based) 
from a public health body

Proof of vaccination details

Your proof of vaccination must be issued 
by a national or state-level public health 
body and include at least the following 
details:

• your forename and surname
• your date of birth
• vaccine brand and manufacturer
• date of vaccination for every dose
• country or territory of vaccination and/

or certificate issuer 

If your document doesn’t contain all of the 
above information, you must follow the 
rules for unvaccinated travellers.  

Unvaccinated travellers from the rest of 
the world

You must follow the rules below if you 
don’t qualify under the fully vaccinated 
rules, or you’re partially vaccinated or not 
vaccinated.

Before travelling to England, you must:

• Take a pre-departure COVID-19 test (up 
to 3 days before your date of travel)

• Complete an online passenger locator 
form up to 48hrs before your arrival

• Book and pay for a day 2 and day 8 
COVID-19 test

Upon arrival in England you must:

• Quarantine at home, or in the place 
you’re staying, for 10 days

• Take a COVID-19 test on or before day 
2 and on or after day 8

Travelling with children

From 4 October, children under the age of 
18 who are from Britain or one of over 50 
countries whose vaccination status Britain 
recognises will be treated in the same way 
as a fully vaccinated adult.  This means 
they won’t need to take a pre-departure 
PCR test, nor will they have to self isolate 
upon their return from travel.

Ending quarantine early

You may be able to end your quarantine 
early if you pay for private COVID-19 tests 
through the Test to Release scheme.

Upon arrival in England, you must 
quarantine in a managed hotel for 10 days 
and take a COVID-19 test on day 2 and day 
8 of your quarantine.

Travel from the rest of the world

If you’re travelling from anywhere in the 
world that’s not on the red list, the rules 
of entry to the UK will depend upon your 
vaccination status. 

Vaccinated travellers from the rest of the 
world

You must:

• Complete an online passenger locator 
form up to 48hrs before your arrival

• Book and pay for a day 2 COVID-19 test
• Take a COVID-19 test on or before day 2 

of your arrival

You must also provide proof that you were 
fully vaccinated at least 14 days before 
your date of arrival:

• under an approved vaccination 
programme in the UK, Europe, USA or 
UK vaccine programme overseas (if 
vaccinated in the USA, you must also 
prove you’re a US resident)

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-testing-for-people-travelling-to-england
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/booking-and-staying-in-a-quarantine-hotel-when-you-arrive-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/provide-journey-contact-details-before-travel-uk
https://www.gov.uk/provide-journey-contact-details-before-travel-uk
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-test-to-release-for-international-travel
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/how-to-quarantine-when-you-arrive-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/how-to-quarantine-when-you-arrive-in-england
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From late October 2021, vaccinated travellers from any country not 
on the red list may take a lateral flow test rather than a PCR test.
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    UK

At the moment, all travellers are required 
to take COVID-19 PCR tests, which can 
add significantly to the cost of a trip.

Reduction in PCR tests for vaccinated 
travellers

From 4:00am on 4 October, fully 
vaccinated travellers (from any country 
not on the red list) won’t have to take a 
day 8 PCR test.

Replacement of PCR tests with lateral 
flow tests

Going a step further, the Government 
announced last week that, from the 
end of October (exact date still to be 
announced), fully vaccinated travellers 
may replace their day 2 COVID-19 PCR 
test with a cheaper lateral flow test.

As children under the age of 18 will 
be treated in the same way as fully 
vaccinated adults with effect from 4 
October, they may also opt for a cheaper 
lateral flow test rather than a PCR day 2 
test.

What happens if you test positive

If you test positive for COVID-19, you must 
isolate and take a PCR test.  You will not 
be charged for the PCR test.

Further information

For further information on the traffic light 
travel system or quarantine rules, please 
visit the UK Department for Transport.

To read Transport Secretary, Grant 
Shapp’s latest announcement on changes 
to the UK travel traffic light system, 
please visit .GOV.UK.

For all other queries, please contact your 
local ISON Travel Consultant.

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-transport
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-system-for-international-travel
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